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Pinky Swear - Select Competencies
Some select Quebec Competencies found in this guide are:

Cross-Curricular
To use information
To use creativity
To exercise critical judgment
To construct his/her identity
To cooperate with others

English Language Arts
To write self-expressive, narrative and information-based texts
To represent his/her literacy in different media
To use language to communicate and learn

Arts Education - Drama
To invent short scenes
To interpret short scenes
To appreciate dramatic works, personal productions, and those of classmates

Pinky Swear – Introductory Cross-Curricular Themes and Concepts
Below is a list of themes and concepts from Pinky Swear.
With your students in pairs, assign them each a theme or concept to research.
Each pair will go up to the board and write a definition for their concept.
When complete, go around the class and discuss each theme or concept, beginning with the definition being
read and explained by the pair.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Female Relationships
Shadeism
Loyalty
Classism
Coming of Age
Friendship
Family and its different makeups
Self-Control

Some questions to help with the discussion:
»»
»»
»»
»»

What is the meaning of the following word? (Do your research!)
Do you agree with that meaning or is it outdated?
Can you think of an example of it?
A lot of these terms interrelate, can you provide an example of some that interrelate and how?

To further enhance your students understanding of the themes/concepts in Pinky Swear place them in small
groups and assign each a theme/concept to research and explore. While exploring their theme/concept, they
should focus on finding real-life examples (from reputable sources) of how the theme/concept can be both
positive and negative (for example: body image and how the media can make us feel bad or good about our
bodies).
Each group will discuss the examples they have found and will brainstorm pros and cons of the theme/concept.
Each student will then be responsible for making their own word cloud based on what they have learnt from
their exploration, as well as writing about it from either their personal perspective or how they have turned a
con(s) of the theme into a positive (i.e. turning your differences into something that people admire, respect or
don’t even notice as ‘different’).

Alternate Activity: Random Theme
On separate pieces of paper, write down each theme and concept listed above and place them in a hat.
Students will then pick a theme/concept out of the hat (have them write down what they pulled out and then
place the original back in the hat for other students).
Once everyone has pulled out a theme/concept, they will then get more acquainted with it by exploring it
through creative writing. For instance, if a student pulled out “friendship” they may choose to write a poem
about their best friend. It’s entirely up to them and how creative they can be!
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Pinky Swear – Vocabulary Game
Before attending Pinky Swear, help familiarize your students with some of the vocabulary from the play by asking them (in pairs or small groups) to research definitions for the following. This page is designed for you to
print out so that students can use it to fill in their research.

Delusional:

Distracting:

Vibe:

Backhanded:

Jealous:

Grievance:

Manipulative:

Intimidating:

Fossil:

Reprimanded:

Sentimental:

Dramatic:

6

Pinky Swear – Test Training Activity (Q&A)
The following questions will assist in preparing your students for their viewing of Pinky Swear.
Each question has a theme or concept in it from the play. The question(s) related to it begin to tie the theme/
concept with the content of Pinky Swear.
Ask students to answer the random question they are given. Their response can be in either the written form
or via art piece. They can be as creative as they wish to get their point across and should not be restricted by
type of art or genre of writing.
Female Relationships– What makes female relationships so special? How are they different from male relationships or female – male relationships? Describe the importance of female relationships, the nurturing they
require (or perhaps don’t require) and why they are vital in today’s society.
Coming of Age– Bailey and Zanele have been friends for years but now with high school approaching, they
may be going down different paths. What does “coming of age” mean to you? What happens to friendships as
we grow up and ‘come of age’? How do you deal with leaving your best friend? How does growing up effect
our friendships? Does it have to? Write a short piece exploring friendships and ‘coming of age’.
Classism – Bailey and Zanele have different home lives, some would say their families fall into different
classes. What is classism and how can it affect relationships? Have you ever treated anyone differently because
of classism? Can parenting styles be different based on classism or do other issues play a part? How does your
parents’ parenting style differ from a friend’s parents? Does classism play a part? Do you think the grass is
greener if you grew up in a different home? How have you benefitted from your parents’ parenting style? Or
perhaps you haven’t? Describe and defend.
Shadeism – What is it? Does it still exist? Why does it exist? Would you say that Bailey and Zanele are affected
by shadeism? Describe and defend your point of view.
“Life is not fucking fair” – Zanele in Pinky Swear. Agree or disagree? Defend your position.
Loyalty – Do people really change? What can cause a person to change? Can you change for or because of
another person? Can two people change together? What experiences have caused you to change? Have you
friendships and relationship been altered as you have grown and changed? How do you remain loyal to someone after they’ve changed? Explore the concept of loyalty and how it relates to your life and relationships.
Self-Control and Dress Codes – This is an ongoing topic in schools across the country and in the media.
Schools and school boards maintain that girls need dress codes (e.g. no spaghetti straps) because boys cannot
control themselves. Should it be up to girls to dress in a way so that boys can control themselves or should we
be teaching boys how to control themselves? Are we blaming girls for something that has nothing to do with
them? What about teaching boys how to respect girls, regardless of their attire? Whose problem is it really?
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Pinky Swear – A Review
After seeing Pinky Swear, discuss with your class.
Some questions to help prompt discussion:
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

Did they enjoy the play?
What was the general feeling of the play?
Who was their favourite character? Why?
Did they have a favourite or least favourite scene? Why?
What types of reactions did you have to the play? Did it seem realistic?
Did any scenes or moments in the play stand out? Why or why not?

With the initial impressions of the play explored, move the discussion a bit deeper.
Some questions to ask:
»»
»»
»»
»»

What was Pinky Swear about? Describe.
What was the main concept or point of Pinky Swear? Explain.
Can you relate to Bailey and/or Zanele? Why or why not?
Did Pinky Swear seem like a believable real-life story to you? Why or why not?

This time, instead of asking your students to write a traditional play review, they’re going to write a script for
a news segment advertising Pinky Swear to their fellow Rosedale High students and a piece of promotional
material of their choosing.
Areas they may wish to focus on in their script:
•
•
•
•
•

An introduction to Pinky Swear
What is Pinky Swear about?
Interviews with the cast and crew
Interviews with the director or playwright
Audience reactions and feedback

Ideas for their promotional material:
• A poster
• An ad
• The Playbill

Extension Activity: Create your Rosedale High News Segment
In small groups, have students choose one of the scripts to create and produce. Students will have to work out
each group member’s role (videographer, on-screen talent, director etc. . .)
When the assignment is complete, have the class make a snack (popcorn anyone?) and sit back and watch the
news segments.
Remember, the object of this assignment is to create a news segment geared towards Rosedale High student
encouraging them to see Pinky Swear.
After discuss the segments with your class and their experiences with this project.
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Pinky Swear – Analytical Essay
As a class discuss Bailey and Zanele as individuals and as part of their friendship.
Some questions to help prompt discussion:
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

Describe Bailey
Describe Zanele
Describe their friendship.
Describe the way they react to each other
Describe how Bailey and Zanele are similar.
Describe how Bailey and Zanele are different from each other
Does their home life play a part in their differences? Explain.
Do you think Bailey will be able to take the jump and immerse herself into her new high school?
What about Zanele, will she succeed at Rosedale?

After the discussion, ask students to choose one of the following to help focus their written character analysis:
1. Bailey – will she be able to make peace with her future at Central Tech?
2. Zanele – how has growing up with her mother affected her?

Shadeism
As a class, discuss shadeism.
Some questions to help prompt discussion:
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

What is shadeism?
Can you think of any other terms used to describe shadeism (i.e. colourism)?
Who is affected by shadeism?
Have you ever been affected by shadeism? Or know someone who has been?
What is the main difference between racism and shadeism?

With the discussion complete, ask students (individual or in pairs) to research shadeism and to answer the
following questions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Is shadeism new?
Find examples of shadeism in popular culture
Find examples of shadeism in everyday life.
Find at least two newspaper articles about shadeism
Find examples of shadeism in social media
How does shadeism affect people?

When their research has assisted them in answering the above questions, students will individually write a
short paper highlighting what they have learnt about shadeism.
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A Year in Your Life
Ask students to each choose one year of their life to make their own yearbook about. They can be as creative
as they wish or they may choose to use an app to help them create their yearbook. It’s their choice.
When they hand in their finished yearbook, they are to include a short personal essay about what they learnt
about themselves while creating their yearbook.
If time permits, have students sign each other’s yearbooks.

Future of their Friendship
What happens next for Bailey and Zanele? What happens when the next school year starts? Do they remain
friends? What about after high school, will they live their dream of going to California together?
Ask students to write a short story about what they envision happening in the future for Bailey and Zanele.

Extension Activity : At a Crossroads
Ask students to write a personal story about a similar situation where they might have had to leave a friend
when school started. With their friendship at a crossroads, what happened? Did they remain friends and if so
how? Did their friendship drift apart? How did that make them feel?
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Friendships: The Good and the Bad
As a class, discuss friendships: the good and the bad (and the ugly in some cases).
Some questions to help prompt discussion:
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

How would you define friendships?
Describe female relationships.
Describe male relationships.
Describe female – male relationships.
What are the differences between those friendships? Describe.
Do you think gender affects relationships? How so?
What do you look for in a friend?
Is loyalty important in a friendship? Why or why not?
What would make you not want to be someone’s friend?
Are friends always kind to each other? Why or why not?
Describe a great friendship.
Describe a bad friendship.
Have you ever been a bad friend?
How did you feel when you were a bad friend?
Have you ever had a bad friend? What did you do about it?
How can you be a better friend? Describe.

Before moving on to the activity, discuss odes with you class.
1. Begin by discussing what an ode is.
Definition 1:
Ode - a lyric poem usually marked by exaltation of feeling and style, varying length of line, and complexity of
stanza forms (https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ode)
Definition 2:
An ode is a form of poetry such as sonnet or elegy, etc. Ode is a literary technique that is lyrical in nature, but
not very lengthy. (https://literarydevices.net/ode/)
2. Ask students to research some examples of odes
Some resources:
https://www.poetrysoup.com/poems/best/ode
https://literarydevices.net/ode/
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/types-ode
http://witshouston.org/notebook/5-amazing-odes-by-kids/
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3.
•
•
•
•
•

Discuss the various characteristics in odes.
Metaphors
Similes
Emotions
Hyperbole
Types of odes

Some resources:
https://hubpages.com/literature/The-Ode-Definitions-Types-Characterisitics
http://www.powerpoetry.org/resources/writing-ode-poem
4. And lastly, discuss one or two famous odes with your class.
Some resources so that you select which ones will be most appropriate and engaging for your students
Famous odes - https://www.poetrysoup.com/famous/poems/ode
Funny odes - https://www.poetrysoup.com/poems/about/ode_funny_poems
Now that students are acquainted with odes, it’s their turn to write one!
Ask students to write an ode about friendship. It can be about their best friend, about them being an amazing
friend, about a bad friend. It can funny, it can be sad, it can be whatever they want it to be but it must be an
ode about friendship.
If time permits, share them with the class
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